Why I Love...
Brooklyn

Academy Award-nominated
actress Rosie Perez knew
her beloved borough

was cool long before

the hipsters arrived

Rosie Perezdidn't becomeahousehold name
quietly. [t was in Do the Right Thing, Spike
Lee's acclaimed 1989 film on racial tension,
that the unknown actress/choreographer
burst onte the big screen, fists clenched in
a pair of red boxing gloves, as she punched
and shimmied through the opening credits
to Public Enemy’s Fight the Power. Fittingly,
her debut movie was set in Brooklyn, where
Perez has lived for most of her life,

It was the beginning of a storied acting
career for Perez, Memorable roles have
ranged from her Oscar-nominated turn
as a bereaved mother in 19093 Fearless to
a zany cop on the take in the more recent

N2 arrive - Janery Febmupry 2013 « ARRIVEMASATINE.COM

Pineapple Express. Nowadays, she divides
actingassignments between New York the-
ater stages and Hollywood film sets. This
yvear, Perez plays Persephone alongside
Sharon Stone and Christopher Walken in
Gods Beiraring Badly. In November, she'll
be part of an all-star ensemble in Ridley
Scott’s The Gounzelor, a thriller described
as No Country for Old Men on steroids.

When it comes to downtime, however,
the actress makes no bones about spend-
ing as much of it as possible in her beloved
home borough. “The old perception of
Brooklyn is that it's dangerous. But the
hipsters are finding out that there are
really alot of beautitul places to live here,
[ tried living in Manhattan; it lasted eight
months. It was way too intense,” Perez
says. “When 1 go outside, 1'm surrounded
by neighbors, and there are a lot more
trees here”

But even in the hometown atmosphere
of her Fort Greene neighborhood, Perez
is sometimes recognized, an occurrence
she greets with appreciation rather than
annovance, “When someone tells me they
like myy work, it touches my heart,” she says.
“It makes me smile—I1 can’t help it.”

—S3TACEY MORRIS

The best
placesto...

EAT PIZZA
BROOKLYN-STYLE

Ginao"s Restawrant

Fd1d Fifth Awe., Bay @idge;
FI8-F45-1658; olnosbaw-
rickne ot = “Thedr pizza

i wery chaesy with lots of
morzanedla and homemade
sauce,” Parez says, “l's the
Torny-wialkirig-ckwn-the-
street-from-Sofunoim-Nighd-
Fever kind of pizza.”

GET SOME CULTURE

The Broeklyn Museum
200 Basterm Parkwoy, 718
BIR-5000 hrn-r:-.lr.';mmu-
seum.ang - 'l leve spending
tha day there and taking

a stroll an the grounds,”
Perez says. “I'm on the
Walk of Farme mext 1o MHeil
Sedaka—thank you, God!™

ENJOY BORSCHT AND
ENTERTAINMENT

Tatiana Restaurant

F152 Briphlon Shelh 5L,
Brighton Bench,; T18-8491-
ST51; fotiandaresiourant,
cont = “It's an over-the-lop
fantasy Hussian suppsr
club with great Russian
food—espensiva, but well
warlh i1

TASTE CARIBBEAN
HOME COOKING

El Gran Castillo de Jagua
245 Flotbosh Ave., Pork
Slape; TB-622-870:0;
eigroncasifio.can « 1 lowe
the mafamgo. It's 50 good
but =0 fatlening,” says
Perer of the plantain and
chicken dish thats a Puerto
Rican favorite.

DANTD BRINLEY




